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To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Conflnittee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Third  Annual  Report. 

The  year  under  review  is  the  first  complete  year  of  operation 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  Thanks  to  excellent  work  by 
the  people  concerned,  the  new  services,  i.e.,  home  nursing  and 
domestic  helps,  have  developed  to  an  extent  which  made  it 
difficult  at  times  to  meet  all  the  demands  on  these  services.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  difficulties  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
have  been  such  that  the  consultant  work  in  the  School  Health 
Service  has  suffered  seriously,  particularly  in  relation  to  diseases 
of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Orthopaedics. 

Two  minor  epidemics  are  described  in  the  Report.  Apart 
from  these,  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  has  been  less 
than  last  year.  Unfortunately  the  low  figure  for  infant  mortality 
recorded  in  1948  could  not  be  maintained,  though  fluctuations 
of  this  kind  are  to  be  expected  when  dealing  wtih  small  popula¬ 
tions. 

I  have  again  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  kindly 
interest  and  help  of  the  Council  and  the  goodwill  and  co-operation 
of  my  colleagues  on  the  staff  of  the  Council. 


I  am.  Sirs, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  EVANS. 


December,  1950. 


SECTION  I. 

GENERAL  PARTICULARS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Statistics : — 

Area:  3,882  acres. 

Population  (Census  1931)  :  14,834. 

Eegistrar- General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid- 
1949)  :  14,720. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses:  4,813. 

Eateable  value:  £70,753. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate:  £274. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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Males. 
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Total. 

Live  births 
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129 

91 

220 

Birth  rate  per 
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7 

15 

1,000  of  the  esti- 
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98 
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16-0 

Still  births 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  live 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

and  still 

- - - -  — 

- , 

births  =  24-9 

2 

4 

6 

Deaths 

94 

110 

204 

Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated 

population  = 

13-9 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

TABLE  1. 

NET  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  9. 


Causes  of  death. 
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Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

Nephritis  . 

1 

1 

Prematurity  . 

4 

4 

4 

Congenital  Malformation  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Violent  causes  (Suffocation) 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  :  — 

Administrative  County  of  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  .  38 

Ossett  Borough .  38 


TABLE  II— CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


4 


Total. 

.  1 
*  1 

rH  rH  rH  rH  CO  rH  CO  CD  rH  LO  SO  H~  CO  DO  rH  SO  rO  rH  rH  TO  rH 

rH  CO  fO  rH 

110 

1 

M. 

rH  rH  rH  04  rH  H-  04  O')  CO  LO  CO  04  DO  rH  04  H“  rH  rH  rH  LO  CO  I 

rH  04  |  O 

+ 

>  12 

i 

i 

i  N  r-t  CdLO 

r— I  i— 1 

<cr 

rH  rH  04  K3  O  H  CM  H  H  rH  rH  04 

25 

' 

-75  ! 

U-t 

rH  rH  ^TOrHr-ICMi— 1  fO  rH 1  hO 

rH 

35 

WH 

rHrHrHrHLDCOLDK3CMl-H  — 1  !— 1  ^  CM 

rH  |  TJ-  t 

o 

CD 

1 

1 

rH  i— 1  i—i  ID  LD  C-  HIM  |  IO 

1  03 

M. 

00  LO  CM  i — 1  CM  rH  i — 1  rH 

lo  ; 

rH 

'  S 

1 

a 

rH  rH 

CXI 

-30  | 

F. 

rH 

rH 

§ 

»"H  rH  rH 

. 

K) 

-15  1 

. 

M. 

rH  rH 

~  jj 

cO 

1 

F. 

rH 

r-t 

rH  r— 1 

1 

i  •* 

r— 1  rH  rO  rH 

«>  ^ 

rH  rH  rH 

fO 

! 

03 

CD 


.  CD  • 

•  -4-j 

c n 
in 

m 

:  >>  in 


•  o  OD 
c/3 ' — ; 
CD  £ 

rH  rH  H — 1 
O0q_|  «+H 

2  o  o 
o 

O  m  !/3 

•  s 

00  o  G 


o 


a  9 

o  rH 

o  2 


<D 


Cj 

S3 


CD 


CD 

o 

2 


«H  «H 

O  o  O 


o 

in 


rH 

<u 

03 

n*H 

CD 

O 

.  -4— » 

rH 

• 

r*t 

Co 

•  •  rH 

*  03 

•  H 

rH 

H 

<D 

a 

CD  . 

in 

O 

.  03 

m 

•  •  H 

Co 

03  ^ 

: 

Co 

rH 

H 

oj  O 

K* 

03 

CD 

CD 

rH 

03 

CD 

in 

-4— * 

o 

rH  r— < ' 

;  ; 

03 

•  r-t 

.2  H 

-H 

-M 

03 

Co 

*  f-4 

CD 

H 

H  ^ 

W  1 


pCJ  0 

>>  £ 

w  h- 


rH  ?+-4 

_  Cvj 

ffl  rH 

03  't1  H  H 

-  a  a  a; 

M  d)  o  o 

goes... 

T  £  d  ct  cd  c3 

^Qogofi 


in 

Li  u  ® 

rH  r-H  Jj 

CD  CD  CD 
O  O  o 
* 


c3 

PH 

CJ 

Oj 


H 

5 

H-> 

02 

►>5 

03 

>5 

rH 

o 


o  ; 

rH 
•  i— l 

a 

C4H 

C  ; 

in 

QJ 

m 

Co 

a>  o 

03  *r! 


03 


CD 

o 

0 


m 

rH 

qj 


2  o 

o  M 


Cj 


a 
£ 
r^l  O 
■+->  fH 

O  fp 


a> 


a 

n 

i*— < 
rH 

o 

-4— > 

03 


o 

-H 

c3 


CD  • 
> 

4-H 

in 

CD 

CD  O) 


rO 

(D 

rH 

-+-> 

Co 


-4H  O!  * 
£  CD 
0  03 

r^H  i— 

Co  03 
CD  0  0 
O  U) 

Cj 
CD 


CD 

iE 


CU 


cu 


05 


CU 

0  13  H 

-H  ^  0)  o 


a; 

S  a)  £  "  -J 
oj'O  ,  uh  ^ 
OC  M  'O!  “  a) 

r- 1  -r- 

72  «  Q  Hj 


o 

H 


D 


TABLE  III— COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 


1 

[ 

Aggregatel 

Aggregate 

i 

Ossett  i 

VV.R. 

W.R. 

W.R. 

England 

M.B. 

Urban 

Rural 

Admin. 

and 

Districts. 

Districts. 

County. 

Wales. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 

16-0 

16-8 

18-4 

17-2 

16-7 

estimated  population) 

Death  Rate  (All  per 

1,000  estimated 
population) 

All  causes  . 

13-9 

12-5 

10-8 

12-1 

11-7 

Cancer  . 

2-11 

1-88 

1-61 

1-81 

1-87 

*Heart  and 

4-62 

4-36 

3-70 

4-19 

II 

circulatory 

Diarrhoea  under  two 

3-01 

3-95 

3-27 

3-0 

(per  1,000  live 
births) 

(•Zymotic 

0-14 

0-08 

0-09 

0.08 

II 

^Respiratory  diseases 

1-09 

1-48 

1-31 

1-44 

II 

(excluding 
tuberculosis ) 

Respiratory 

0-07 

0-32 

0-31 

0-32 

0-4 

tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of 

0.13 

0-05 

0-06 

0-05 

0-05 

tuberculosis 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths 

38 

37 

42 

38 

32 

under  1  year  per  1,000 
live  births) 

Maternal  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  mothers  in 
childbirth  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

0-15 

0-13 

0-15 

0-22 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

0-60 

0-90 

0-68 

0-76 

'Total  . 

0-75 

_ 

1-03 

0-83 

0-98 

*  Combined  death  rate  from  heart  disease  and  other  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system. 

f  Combined  death  rate  from  smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever, 
diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough;  also  diarrhoea  in  infants  under 
two. 

I  Combined  death  rate  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other  respiratory 
diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis. 

|!  Figures  not  available. 


TABLE  IV. 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT,  1946-1949. 


Popula¬ 

tion. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant 

Deaths. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Still 

Birth 

Rate. 

1946  . 

14,070 

21.5 

13.6 

16 

51 

23.2 

1947  . 

14,410 

24.1 

13.3 

15 

43 

19-5 

1948  . 

14,690 

18.7 

11.4 

7 

26 

35.02 

1949  . 

14,720 

16.0 

. 

13.9 

9 

38 

24.9 

6 

Table  I  shows  the  causes  of  death  and  ages  at  death  of  nine 
infants  under  one  year.  The  largest  single  factor  is  prematurity, 
which  accounted  for  four  out  of  the  nine. 

The  care  of  the  premature  infant  is  the  subject  of  special 
care  in  the  Infant  Welfare  and  Midwifery  Service.  It  is  referred 
to  in  more  detail  later  in  my  Report. 

Table  11  shows  the  usual  features  of  this  type  of  record. 
Half  the  deaths  are  due  to  disease  of  the  circulatory  system. 
Out  of  if  total  of  204,  31  deaths  were  due  to  cancer.  There  was 
one  death  due  to  a  road  accident  and  eight  classified  as  due  to 
other  violent  causes.  These  included  suffocation  in  the  case  of 
an  infant,  the  drowning  of  a  child  while  playing,  and  three 
accidents  to  workers.  The  remainder  were  old  people  who 
suffered  relatively  small  injuries  which  eventually  led  to  their 
deaths.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  two  cases  in  which  the 
accident,  though  it  accelerated  death,  was  not  the  primary  cause 
of  it. 

The  subject  of  accidental  death  has  been  receiving  increasing 
attention  in  recent  years  and  no  one  studying  the  figures  for  the 
country  would  hesitate  to  agree  that  this  problem  merited  serious 
consideration.  On  the  other  hand  the  ten  deaths  mentioned 
above  would  seem  to  be  of  little  significance,  and  yet  a  similar 
rate  applied  to  the  whole  population  of  the  country  would  pro¬ 
duce  a  figure  of  approximately  30,000.  This  is,  of  course, 
including  only  accidents  at  .  work  and  at  home,  and  leaves  out 
of  account  road  accidents.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  accident 
as  a  cause  of  death  cannot  be  ignored  in  a  survey  of  the  health 
of  the  community  and  has,  in  fact,  become  an  important  problem 
in  preventive  medicine. 

Table  Ill  shows  how  the  figures  for  the  Borough  compare 
with  similar  areas  in  the  County  and  with  the  national  figures. 

Table  IV  gives  the  principal  vital  statistics  for  the  Borough 
for  the  last  four  years.  The  main  points  of  interest  are  the  slow 
but  steady  increase  in  population  and  the  more  rapid  decline  in 
the  birth-rate.  This  is  still  above  the  1939  level  of  14.7,  but 
any  further  decline  may  be  sufficient  to  bring  the  population 
increase  to  an  end.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e., 
the  difference  in  number  between  births  and  deaths,  was  31. 
The  increase  in  population  from  mid-1948  to  mid- 1949  was  30 
according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate.  That  is  to  say, 
the  increase  was  entirely  due  to  excess  of  births  over  deaths  and 
there  was  no  migration  into  the  Borough. 
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SECTION  II. 

I 

THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  as  hitherto  at  Wakefield  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  Public  Health  Laboratories  Service. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

This  is  one  of  the  services  provided  by  the  County  Council 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  which  continues  to  be 
taxed  to  the  limit  of  its  resources.  It  is  regrettably  true  that 
it  is  still,  to  some  extent,  abused,  though  it  may  well  be  this 
abuse  arises  rather  from  a  misconception  of  the  individual’s 
rights  than  from  malicious  intent. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Following  a  re-organisation  by  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  Ossett  patients  are  now  dealt  with  at  Snapethorpe 
Hospital ,  Wakefield . 

General  Hospital  Accommodation. 

No  major  changes  were  reported  during  the  year.  Shortages 
of  staff  and  beds  generally  continue,  though  with  improvements 
in  certain  respects.  The  area  still  lacks  a  central  booking  bureau 
for  admissions.  This  would  undoubtedly  do  much  to  ease  the 
work  of  general  practitioners  and  the  anxiety  of  patients  and 
relatives. 

After-Care. 

This  is  a  new  and  important  duty  laid  upon  Local  Health 
Authorities  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  purpose 
of  this  scheme  is:  — 

(a)  to  assist  the  general  practitioner  by  the  provision  of 
home  nursing,  home  helps,  etc.,  in  the  care  of  patients 
discharged  from  hospital ; 

(b)  to  assist  the  hospital  medical  staff  in  their  assessment 
of  the  medical  needs  of  their  cases  by  the  provision  of 
reports  on  the  social  background  of  patients ; 

(c)  to  arrange  convalescent  home  treatment  where  this  is 
not  available  under  the  Regional  Hospital  Board’s 
scheme ; 

(d)  to  arrange  occupational  therapy  where  this  is  not 
available  under  the  Regional  Hospital  Board’s  scheme; 

(e)  to  co-operate  with  other  departments  of  the  County 
Council  and  social  agencies  outside  the  local  government 
services,  and  to  ensure  that  the  patient  and  his  family 
get  the  benefits  they  need  and  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
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The  scheme  applies  with  special  force  to  tuberculous  patients 
and  in  these  cases  special  attention  is  paid  to  the  examination 
and  supervision  of  contacts  and  the  housing  need  of  the  family. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  the  success  of  such  an  endeavour 
will  depend  mainly  on  co-operation  between  hospital,  general 
practitioner  and  Public  Health  Departments.  The  scheme  is 
beginning  to  take  shape  in  this  Division,  and  already  we  have 
excellent  co-operation  from  the  almoners  of  hospitals  and  from 
general  practitioners. 

Domiciliary  Nursing. 

There  are  two  nurses  now  working  in  Ossett,  and  between 
them  they  dealt  with  206  cases.  To  these  they  paid  7,575  visits. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  before  July,  1948,  the  work  was 
adequately  covered  by  one  nurse,  the  extent  of  the  increase  in 
the  demand  for  this  service  will  be  appreciated. 

For  years  before  the  appointed  day  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  the  home  nursing  was  almost  entirely  the 
field  of  voluntary  effort.  Few  enterprises  deserved  and  got  more 
general  public  support.  It  was  natural,  therefore,  that  many 
lamented  the  loss  of  control  of  this  service  to  the  Local  Health 
Authorities.  1  believe,  however,  that  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
will  generally  agree  that  this  change  has  been  of  great  value  to 
all  concerned.  The  District  Nurses  are  now  working  more  closely 
than  ever  before  with  general  practitioners  and  with  other  Public 
Health  workers.  This  has  not  only  enhanced  their  value  to  the 
community,  but  has  also  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  Local 
Health  Authorities’  services  as  a  whole. 

In  urban  areas,  in  days  gone  by,  the  District  Nurse  knew 
little,  if  anything,  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors,  Midwives 
and  other  social  workers  in  her  area.  Since  July  5th,  1948, 
every  effort  has  been  made  here,  to  impress  upon  all  these 
nurses  that  they  all — District  Nurses,  Health  Visitors,  Midwives 
and  others,  are  doing  different  parts  of  the  same  job,  and  that 
their  co-operation  is  essential  if  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity  are  to  be  served.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  nurses  have 
responded  as  it  was  expected  they  would,  and  home  nursing  is 
now  an  integral  part  of  the  local  socio-medical  services  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  all  concerned. 


Maternity  Services. 

(a)  Institutional:  Out  of  the  total  of  235  births,  118  took 
place  in  a  maternity  home  or  hospital,  the  majority  in 
the  Staincliffe  General  Hospital.  There  was  no  change 
in  the  arrangements  for  booking  accommodation. 
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(b)  Domiciliary:  There  are  three  County  Council  Midwives 
working  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year  they  attended 
117  cases. 

(c)  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia:  All  three  Midwives  are  trained 
in  the  administration  of  this  form  of  analgesia. 
Unfortunately,  owing  to  supply  difficulties,  only  one 
apparatus  was  in  use  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
In  spite  of  this  it  was  used  in  58  cases  (50  per  cent.). 

(d)  Ante-Natal  Care:  This  forms  the  basis  of  the  maternity 
service.  It  is  centred  on  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  which 
in  Ossett  is  held  weekly  at  Croft  House.  Dr.  1. 
Hargreaves,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  is  the 
medical  officer  in  charge. 

The  objects  of  the  clinic  are  manifold.  Primarily 
it  is  there  to  detect  early  deviations  from  the  normal 
and  to  see  that  steps  are  taken  to  correct  these  devia¬ 
tions.  In  this  connection  it  is  perhaps  appropriate  to 
repeat  that  mothers  who  book  general  practitioners  for 
their  confinements  can  still  use  the  facilities  of  the 
clinic.  It  is  the  duty  and  intention  of  the  clinic  to 
relieve  the  busy  family  doctor  of  some  of  his  burden 
by  supervising  his  cases  for  him  and  reporting  to  him 
when  any  abnormality  arises. 

An  equally  important  purpose  of  the  clinic  is  to 
teach  the  expectant  mother  to  oirercome  her  fear  of 
child-birth,  which  accounts  for  so  many  difficulties  in 
labour  and  breast-feeding. 

The  education  which  the  clinic  gives  covers  also  the 
wider  field  of  nutrition  in  pregnancy  and  the  care  and 
feeding  of  infants  generally. 

During  the  year  217  mothers  attended  the  clinic. 
The  total  number  of  births  was  235.  A  number  of 
mothers  naturally  prefer  to  be  cared  for  privately  or 
through  the  National  Health  Service  by  their  own 
doctors.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  there  were  few, 
if  any,  mothers  in  Ossett  who  did  not  have  proper 
ante-natal  care. 

Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  no  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year. 

(e)  The  Care  of  Premature  Babies:  Any  baby  who  weighs 
less  than  5|  lbs.  at  birth  is  notified  as  a  premature  birth 
irrespective  of  the  supposed  period  of  gestation.  In 
this  way  full  knowledge  of  all  such  cases  is  available 
to  the  Divisional  Office.  In  most  of  these  cases  the 
general  practitioner  is  called  in,  either  because  of  the 
premature  birth  or  because  of  the  frailty  of  the  infant. 
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If  lie  decides  it  can  be  nursed  at  home,  the  midwife 
can  be  relieved  of  as  much  of  her  other  work  as  will 
enable  her  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  the  care  of  the 
premature  baby.  Special  equipment,  which  includes  an 
insulated  cot,  blankets,  etc.,  is  available  at  the  Ambu¬ 
lance  Depot  at  Wakefield,  and  the  midwife  ’phones  the 
depot  if  she  requires  it.  The  equipment  is  forthwith 
delivered  by  ambulance. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  all  concerned  will  be  up- 
to-date  in  the  treatment  of  premature  babies,  midwives 
are  sent  to  the  Sorrento  Hospital,  Birmingham,  to  a 
month's  course.  So  far  one  health  visitor  and  one  mid¬ 
wife  have  taken  this  course  from  this  Division.  Others 
will  be  sent  as  and  when  places  are  available  for  them. 

(f)  Child  Welfare:  There  were  no  changes  in  the  clinic 
arrangements  during  the  year.  Sessions  are  held  twice 
weekly  on  Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons.  Dr.  Goad 
continues  his  work  as  Medical  Officer,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  voluntary  helpers  worked  as  indefatigably  as 
ever.  I  must  again  thank  Dr.  Goad  and  the  Committee 
for  their  valuable  help.  That  their  work  is  appreciated 
by  the  mothers,  too,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  there 
was  again  an  increase  in  attendances.  The  figures  for 
the  year  were:  — 

0-1,  3,762;  1-5,  1,832. 

The  question  of  an  additional  clinic  in  the  Gaw- 
thorpe*  area  was  raised  by  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  during  the  year  and  a  possible  building  was 
suggested.  The  whole  question  was  fully  investigated, 
but  it  was  finally  concluded  that  the  building  suggested 
was  unsuitable  in  several  ways,  nor  has  it  been  possible 
so  far  to  find  an  alternative.  The  search  for  an  alterna¬ 
tive  continues,  but  the  Committee  will  no  doubt 
appreciate  the  difficulties  involved. 

School  Health  Service. 

There  are  eight  schools  in  the  Borough,  with  eleven  depart¬ 
ments,  and  the  school  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
approximately  2,424.  Nurse  Bartlett  is  the  School  Nurse. 
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Medical  Inspections  at  Schools, 


No. 

seen 

School. 

Sessions. 

At  routine 

At  non-routine 

examinations. 

examinations. 

Ossett  Grammar  . 

6 

133 

11 

Soutlidale  Modern  . 

4 

62 

112 

St.  Ignatius’  R.C . 

1 

21 

— 

South  Ossett  C.E . 

2 

32 

— 

Spa  Street  Council . 

2 

35 

35 

Holy  Trinity  C.E. 

7 

97 

69 

Flushdyke  Council . 

3 

35 

52 

Gawtliorpe  Council . 

5 

87 

62 

30 

502 

341 

Nutrition. 

Tlie  nutrition  of  each  child  seen  at  a  routine  medical  exam- 
ination  is  classified  as  Good  (A),  Normal  (B)  or  Poor  (C).  The 
results  of  this  classification  are  as  follows:  — 


A 

B 

C 

New  Entrants . 

52 

125 

1 

Intermediates . 

44 

157 

5 

Leavers  . 

29 

87 

2 

125 

369 

8  =  502 

24.8% 

73.6% 

1.6% 

School  Clinic. 

This  is  held  every  morning  the  schools  are  open.  Dr. 
Hargreaves,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  attends  weekly  on 
Wednesday  afternoons.  There  were  3,795  attendances  at  279 
sessions  during  the  year. 


Cleanliness. 


School. 

Number  on 
Roll. 

Number  of 
Inspections 
made. 

Number  of 
individual 
pupils  found 
infected. 

Southdale  Modern  ... 

663 

1,262 

36 

Holy  Trinity  C.E.  ... 

322 

820 

16 

Gawthorpe  Council  ... 

301 

596 

29 

Flushdyke  Council . 

218 

855 

38 

Spa  Street  Council . 

140 

257 

3 

St.  Ignatius’  It.C . 

115 

407 

8 

South  Ossett  . 

225 

467 

32 

1,984 

4,664 

162 

Outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Southdale  School  (Infants’ 
Department) . 

During  the  autumn  there  was  the  usual  seasonal  increase 
in  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever.  Early  in  October  it  was  noted 
that  two  cases  occurred  in  the  Infants’  Department  at  Southdale 
School.  The  school  was  visited,  and  the  Headmistress  reported 
that  there  were  a  number  of  absentees  who  were  reported  to  be 
suffering  from  sore  throats.  All  the  children  in  the  department 
were  therefore  examined  and  twenty  who  had  nasal  discharge 
and/or  unhealthy  throats  were  excluded  from  school.  During 
the  next  week  two  further  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred,  and 
four  more  children  were  kept  away  from  school  because  of  sore 
throats.  In  the  meantime,  samples  of  the  school  milk  and  sand 
from  an  indoor  sand  trav  were  examined  and  proved  to  be 
innocuous. 

Following  consultation  with  Dr.  Lane,  Director  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  all  the  children  attending  school 
and  those  excluded  following  the  previous  examination  were 
swabbed,  together  with  the  teaching  and  school  meals  staff.  The 
results  showed  twenty  children  to  be  carriers  of  haemolytic 
streptococci  Lancefield  Group  A — the  scarlet  fever  group.  All 
the  staff’s  swabs  proved  negative. 

All  the  positive  swabs  were  then  typed.  With  the  co¬ 
operation  of  Dr.  Allardice  at  the  Wakefield  Isolation  Hospital, 
swabs  from  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  from  the  school — then 
patients  in  the  hospital — were  also  swabbed  and  the  organisms 
typed.  The  results  of  typing  proved  very  interesting,  as  it  was 
shown  that  nineteen  out  of-  the  total  of  twenty-eight  cases 
harboured  organisms  of  the  same  type  (Type  4).  Dr.  Lane 
suggested  that  this  result  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  epidemic 
in  the  school  was  not  simply  an  extension  of  the  increased 
prevalence  in  the  town  generally,  but  a  separate  epidemic.  In 
the  former  case,  treatment  of  the  carriers  could  not  be  expected 
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to  control  the  epidemic,  whereas  an  epidemic  localised  in  the 
school  ought  theoretically  to  be  controllable  in  this  way.  The 
children  carrying  the  Group  A  streptococcus  were  therefore  given 
intranasal  drops  of  a  sulphonamide  preparation  twice  daily  for 
a  week,  the  School  Nurse  visiting  the  school  for  the  purpose. 
No  further  cases  of  scarlet  fever  or  sore  throats  occurred  after 
this  treatment  was  started.  The  school  broke  up  for  ten  days 
holiday  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  on  their  return  the  treated 
children  were  again  swabbed.  All  the  swabs  proved  negative. 

The  typing  of  streptococci  and  other  organisms  is  not  a  new 
technique,  but  until  recently  it  has  not  been  possible  to  do  it  on 
any  large  scale.  It  is  obvious  that  no  definite  conclusions  can 
be  drawn  from  the  experience  of  one  small  epidemic  such  as 
is  described  here.  It  is  suggested,  however,  that  this  experience 
does  indicate  a  method  of  dealing  with  some  outbreaks  of  scarlet 
fever  in  day  schools.  This  is  a  recurring  problem  for  school 
medical  officers,  but  one  which  attracts  less  attention  than  it 
deserves,  because  of  the  general  prevalence  of  the  disease  and 
its  mildness.  In  concluding  this  account,  I  must  acknowledge 
with  thanks  the  practical  assistance  and  sound  advTce  of  Dr. 
Lane  and  his  staff  at  the  Wakefield  Laboratory. 


Domestic  Help  Service. 

During  the  last  six  months  of  1948,  08  cases  were  dealt  with 
in  the  Division.  During  1949  168  cases  were  dealt  with.  In 
the  same  period  the  number  of  domestic  helps  employed  full 
time  and  part-time  increased  from  eight  to  41. 

These  figures  give  some  idea  of  the  rapid  expansion  of  the 
service — an  expansion  made  necessary  by  the  insistent  demand 
from  all  quarters.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  domestic  helps 
have  established  for  themselves  a  permanent  and  important  place 
in  our  team  of  social  workers. 

The  figures  for  the  year  relating  to  cases  dealt  with  in  Osset  1 
are :  — 


Illness  ... 

18 

Confinements  ... 

41 

Expectant  mothers  ... 

Q 

O 

Mentally  defective  ... 

1 

Aged  . 

19 

Total 


82 
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SECTION  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supply, 

(1)  For  a  period  of  approximately  six  months  in  the  middle 
of  the  year  Pildacr'e  Pumping  Station  was  closed  down  for  repairs 
to  the  pumping  plant.  When  the  plant  was  first  closed  down 
a  total  supply  was  taken  from  Batley,  but  consequent  upon  the 
increased  demand  owing  to  a  dry  summer,  it  was  necessary  to 
stop  the  Batley  supply  and  meet  the  demand  by  taking  raw 
water  from  Wakefield,  this  latter  supply  also  being  taken  into 
the  reservoir  at  Gawthorpe  prior  to'  distribution. 

One  or  two  of  the  bacteriological  samples  taken  at  this  time 
were  perturbing,  but  further  tests  and  conversations  with  Dr. 
Lane  at  the  County  Laboratory  indicated  that  the  samples  in 
question  were  not  to  be  relied  on.  Following  the  normal  custom, 
the  supply  entering  Gawthorpe  reservoir  from  Wakefield  was 
heavily  chlorinated  continuously  so  that  a  good  residual  was 
obtained  in  the  water  leaving  the  reservoir  after  approximately 
40  hours  retention. 

In  view  of  the  abnormal  conditions  obtaining,  the  water 
supply  has  therefore  been  satisfactory  in  quality.  So  far  as 
quantity  is  concerned,  Ossett  was  one  of  the  few  Undertakings 
in  the  locality  where  restrictions  in  the  use  of  water  during  the 
dry  summer  of  1949  were  not  applied. 

(2)  Forty-nine  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  over  the 
year,  of  which  18  were  of  the  raw  water  from  Wakefield.  Five 
samples  of  raw  Pildacre  water,  four  of  treated  Pildacre  water, 
and  three  of  mixed  Batley  and  treated  Pildacre  water  have  been 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  The  results  show  a  typical 
underground  water  so  far  as  Pildacre  is  concerned,  although 
chlorides  remain  high.  The  total  hardness  of  the  raw  Pildacre 
water  varies  generally  between  400  and  500  p.p.m.  (28  deg.- 
35  deg.). 

(3)  The  average  pH  values  as  indicated  by  the  chemical 
analyses  have  been  as  follows:  — 

Raw  Pildacre  water  ...  ...  ...  6’9 

Treated  Pildacre  water  ...  ...  ...  7-5 

Mixed  Batley  and  treated  Pildacre  water  8-3 

14  umbo -solvency  does  not  therefore  arise. 

(4)  No  action  in  regard  to  contamination  has  been  necessary 
but  a  higher  rate  of  chlorination  of  the  Pildacre  water  has  been 
carried  out  since  pumping  operations  re-commenced  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1949. 


(5)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  direct 

from  public  water  mains  ...  ...  ...  4,818 

Number  of  population  supplied  direct  from 
public  water  mains  ...  ...  ...  14,720 

(b)  No  houses  are  supplied  by  stand-pipes. 


Housing. 

Details  of  and  comments  on  the  housing  situation  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report.  I  would  only  add 
that,  while  one  welcomes  the  increase  in  the  number  of  new 
houses  completed  in  the  year,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
it  is  questionable  whether  figures  of  this  order  in  new  building 
do  more  than  cover  the  annual  deterioration  in  old  houses.  This 
point  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  clarified  when  the  housing  survey 
being  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  completed.  Apart 
from  the  physical  deterioration  of  old  houses,  there  is  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding,  of  which  there  were  18 
during  the  year,  and  other  new  applications  registered  to  swell 
the  constantly  changing  numbers  of  houses  needed. 
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SECTION  IV. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  (other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis)  were  notified  during  the  year:  — 


t-H 

1 

o 

K) 

1 

r-H 

LO 

1 

K) 

s  s 

2  £ 

LQ 

CXI 

1 

LQ 

rH 

LO 

CXI 

rH 

<D 

4H 

O  rJj 
CD 

•  W 

O  cti 

|  Removed  to 

hospital. 

Age 

|  unknown. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

4 

23  7 

2 

1 

38 

27 

Measles  . 

6 

16 

28 

30  1 

1 

82 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

9 

8 

3 

1 

23 

-y 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

12 

1 

10 

Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

1 

| 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  notifications  of  new  cases  were  received  during 
the  year: — 

Pulmonary  13,  Non -Pulmonary  6. 

The  table  shows  a  decrease  in  scarlet  fever,  measles  and 
whooping  cough  compared  with  last  year.  This  is  probably  of 
no  special  significance.  The  twelve  cases  of  food  poisoning  arose 
from  the  consumption  of  meat  pies.  They  were  manufactured 
and  sold  outside  the  district  and  the  main  incidence  of  the 
epidemic  fell  on  these  districts.  The  attack  was  of  moderate 
severity  and  there  were  no  deaths.  The  source  of  the  infecting 
organism  was  a  human  carrier  who  was  concerned  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  sausage  meat.  This  epidemic  is  typical  of  many 
that  have  occurred  with  increasing  frequency  during  recent  years. 

Public  opinion  is  rightly  concerned  with  the  proper  carriage, 
covering  and  wrapping  of  food,  but  it  should  be  noted  that 
epidemics  such  as  that  described  nearly  always  arise  from  human 
carriers  who,  by  reason  of  low  standards  of  personal  hygiene, 
convey  their  infection  direct  to  the  food  they  handle.  Indirect 
contamination  by  flies,  dirt,  etc.,  has  seldom  been  shown  to  give 
rise  to  epidemics.  It  is,  of  course,  important  to  avoid  any 
possible  source  of  infection,  and  this  form  of  contamination  is 
aesthetically  repulsive,  but  its  chief  importance  is  that  it  indicates 
a  low  standard  of  hygiene  generally  and  a  dangerous  indifference 
to  the  welfare  of  others  which  makes  the  person  responsible  a 
menace  to  the  community. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  continued  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  year  227  children  under  15  years  of  age  completed 
a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation,  and  216  children  received 
reinforcement  doses. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  have  completed  a  full 
course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1949, 
was  2,142.  This  represents  62.5  per  cent,  of  the  estimated 
child  population. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 


The  vaccination  return  for  the  year  is  as  follows: — 

XJ 


Under  1  year  ... 
1-5  years 
5-14  years 
Over  14  years  . . . 
Kevaccinations 


15 

7 

2 

3 


27 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  twenty- 
first  Annual  Report.  The  sections  relating  to  Housing  and 
Sanitary  matters  are  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949, 
and  the  section  devoted  to  Cleansing  is  for  the  financial  year 
ended  31st  March,  1950. 


HOUSING. 

In  the  matter  of  housing  the  year  saw  the  completion  and 
occupation  of  44  permanent  houses  erected  by  the  Council. 
Private  enterprise  contributed  four  new  houses,  and  in  addition 
was  responsible  for  the  provision  of  a  further  three  family  units 
by  the  conversion  of  existing  properties,  making  in  all  a  total 
of  51  new  dwellings,  compared  with  39  during  the  previous  year. 

The  44  Council  houses  comprise  42  family-type  houses — 
each  with  three  bedrooms — and  2  aged  persons  bungalows. 

A  matter  which  must  of  necessity  give  rise  to  some  concern 
on  the  part  of  local  authorities  is  the  increasing  cost  of  building 
construction  and  its  effect  on  the  rents  of  new  houses.  If  this 
upward  tendency  continues,  one  can  foresee  a  time  when  the 
rents  of  new  houses  will  be  at  a  level  which  is  beyond  the  pocket 
of  the  lower-paid  worker.  There  is  a  limit  to  the  amount  a 
worker  can  afford  to  pay  out  of  wages  by  way  of  rent,  and  even 
now  I  feel  that,  for  many  workers  in  the  district,  the  limit  has 
been  reached.  In  this  connection  one  is  tempted  to  evolve  the 
question,  “  Can  it  be  that  under  present-day  conditions  a  lower¬ 
ing  of  building  costs  can  be  effected  without  lowering  in  any 
vital  measure  the  present  standard  for  new  dwellings?” 
Suggestions  as  to  how  this  could  be  achieved  have  emanated 
from  various  quarters,  but  the  fact  remains  that  many  families 
in  real  need  of  larger  and  better  accommodation  will  experience 
financial  strain  on  removal  to  a  new  council  house. 

At  the  31st  December,  1949,  the  number  of  applicants  on 
the  register  totalled  818 — 725  from  families  resident  in  Ossett 
and  93  from  residents  outside  the  district.  Of  the  Ossett  residents 
239  claimed  that  they  were  not  in  occupation  of  a  house. 
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The  reduced  number  on  the  register  resulted  from  the  non¬ 
return  of  232  forms  circulated  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  towards  the  close  of  1948.  It  would  appear  that  this 
was  the  only  useful  piece  of  information  resulting  from  the  large 
amount  of  work  involved:  — 

Summary — Ministry  of  Health  Review. 


Number  of  forms  sent  out  ...  ...  ...  1,026 

Number  of  forms  returned — “  House  required  "  724 

Number  of  forms  returned — 

“  House  not  required  ”  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  forms  returned  by  G.P.O.  marked 

“  Not  known  at  this  address  ”  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  forms  returned  blank  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  forms  not  returned  ...  ...  ...  232 

-  1,026 


Rising  building  costs  has  had  repercussions  on  the  mainten¬ 
ance  and  repair  of  existing  property.  Owners  are  less  ready  to 
carry  out  works  of  repair  to  existing  property  by  reason  of  the 
heavy  costs,  and  the  relatively  small  income  they  derive  from 
cottage  property.  Surely  it  is  only  equitable  for  a  property 
owner  who  endeavours  to  keep  his  property  in  a  reasonable  state 
of  repair  to  receive  some  financial  encouragement,  if  only  to  the 
extent  of  the  additional  cost  of  labour  and  materials. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  year  five  privies  and  eight  slop  (tipper)  closets 
were  converted  to  water  closets  with  pedestal  basins  and  separate 
flushing  cisterns. 

Eight  additional  water-closets  were  provided  at  existing 
properties — two  at  dwelling-houses,  four  at  factories,  and  two  at 
other  premises. 

In  the  course  of  privy  conversion  work,  nine  dustbins  were 
provided  in  lieu  of  three  wet  ashpits. 

Work  in  connection  with  drains  included  the  reconstruction 
of  five  drainage  systems.  Eorty-six  choked  systems  were  opened 
and  cleansed. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  improvements  effected 
during  the  year:  — 

Privies  converted  to  water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ,7 

Additional  water-closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

Slop  (tipper)  closets  converted  to  water-closets  ...  8 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  46 
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The  following  table  shows  the  existing  g 

a  nit  a  r  y  a  e  c  orn  moda  - 

lion  at  the  close  of  1949:- — 

Privies  in  connection  with  ashpits 

.  79 

Slop  (tipper)  closets 

.  25 

Water-closets 

. 4,372 

Pail  closets  ... 

.  6 

Trough  closets 

cc 

Ashpits  in  connection  with  privies 

.  58 

Ashpits  (dry) 

.  127 

Ashbins 

. 4,434 

FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Food  Poisoning. 

• 

During  April  we  experienced  an  outbre 

ak  of  food  poisoning 

resulting  from  the  consumption  of  meat  pies  purchased  from  a 
butcher’s  shop  in  the  Chiekenley  area  of  Dewsbury. 

On  being  notified  of  the  outbreak,  measures  were  taken  to 
obtain  as  far  as  possible  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  persons 
known  to  have  purchased  pies  from  this  particular  shop.  All 
persons  known  to  have  obtained  pies  from  this  source  were 
visited  and  unconsumed  portions  were  collected  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

Twenty  pies  were  responsible  for  causing  illness  to  25 
persons,  two  of  whom  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  a  third  was 
confined  to  bed  at  home. 

All  the  patients  recovered  after  experiencing  a  few  days  of 
indisposition. 

Three  persons  who  ate  the  equivalent  of  2J  pies  suffered 
no  ill  effects. 

Meat. 

Bulk  supplies  of  home-killed  carcase  meat  is  transported 
from  Wakefield  to  a  local  depot,  where  it  is  allocated  to  individual 
butchers. 

Transportation  from  the  local  depot  to  the  retail  shops  is 
by  motor  vehicle  with  covered  top  and  sides.  Butchers'  vans 
are  employed  on  the  work  from  time  to  time. 

Repeated  handling  is  by  no  means  ideal  for  a  commodity 
such  as  meat,  particularly  in  warm  weather.  However,  it  would 
appear  that  the  system  must  prevail  for  some  time  to  come. 

Inspection  of  “  cottagers’  ”  pigs  is  carried  out  as  a  matter 
of  routine. 

Tinned  and  Dry  Goods. 

Tinned  foods  are  inspected  at  the  request  of  traders. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  in  respect  of 
tinned  foods  during  the  year. 
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Wherever  possible  unsound  food  is  salvaged  for  animal 
feeding. 

During  the  year  a  serious  lire  at  a  grocery  store  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  a  quantity  of  varied  foodstuffs,  much  of  it  due  to 
water,  scorch  and  broken  glass. 

Food  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year 
is  summarised  in  the  following  table:  — 


Unsound  Food,  1949. 


Commodity. 

Weight  in  Lbs. 

Bacon  . 

00  3 

Biscuits . 

168 

Bread  and  teacakes . 

371 

Breakfast  cereals  . 

5 

Butter  ...  ...  . 

1 

2 

Cake  flour  . 

L3 
u  1  6 

Chocolate  spread  . 

7  1 

1  8 

Cocoa  . . 

8 

Coffee  (tinned) . 

121, 

Custard  powder  . 

39 ,9g 

Eggs  (dried)  . 

2t% 

Eggs  (shell)  ...  . 

85* 

Fish  (fresh)  . 

161 

Fish  (tinned)  . 

151 

Flour  . 

259 

Fruit  (dried)  . 

42 

Fruit  (fresh)  . 

3292 

Fruit  (tinned)  ...  . 

160^ 

Ginger  .  . 

_5_ 

Glucose  . 

2 

Lard  ...  ...  . 

Margarine  . 

4 

j. 

Meat  (tinned) . 

4 

31' 

Milk  (tinned)  . 

65 ,56- 

Mutton  . 

35 

Pastry  mixture .  . 

o 

o 

Pickles  and  sauces  . 

64 

Pigs  organs  . 

17 

Preserves  . 

26 

Pudding  mixture 

41 

Pudding,  fruit  (tinned)  . 

^  2 

1  1 

Potato  crisps  ...  . 

2 

Babbits  . 

132 

Rusk,  potato  and  tomato  sausage 

31 

Soups  (tinned)  ...  . 

104  ys 

Sweets  . 

442 

Tea  . 

2 

Vegetables  (fresh)  . 

252 

Vegetables  (tinned) . 

122 

Total  Weight— 1  ton  2  cwts.  2  qrs.  5  lbs.  -2£  ozs. 


Milk. 

The  registration  and  inspection  of  dairy  farms  was  taken  over 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  the  1st  October, 

t j  t/  o 

1949.  On  that  date  there  were  21  farms  registered  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  milk. 

The  number  of  retail  licences  issued  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Milk 


Regulations,  1949,  are  as  follows:  — 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised/ T.T.  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Supplementary  Pasteurised/T.T.  ...  1 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS. 

Routine  disinfections  of  50  houses  and  one  school  after 
infectious  diseases  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Seventeen  houses  were  treated  for  vermin  infestation.  Smoke 
generators  or  liquids  containing  gammexane  or  D.D.T.  have 
proved  most  effective  in  dealing  with  bed  bugs,  cockroaches  and 
similar  pests. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

During  the  war  years  smoke  abatement  went  into  reverse 
in  that  smoke  production  was  welcomed — in  fact,  industrialists 
were  asked  to  make  smoke.  The  immediate  post-war  years  saw 
little  change,  but  the  cause  was  of  a  different  order ;  this  time 
the  responsibility  was  placed  at  the  door  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel 
and  Power  for  the  low-grade  fuels  allocated  to  industrial  under¬ 
takings. 

Having  experienced  smoke  and  grime  for  so  long,  I  wonder 
if  all  concerned  have  not  become  too  complacent  about  the 
matter,  and  now  take  it  for  granted  that  smoke,  soot  and  grime 
go  hand  in  hand  with  industrial  prosperity.  The  oft-repeated 
adage,  “  Where  there’s  muck  there’s  money,”  should  have  the 
word  “  wasted  ”  tacked  on  the  end — “  Where  there’s  muck 
there’s  money  wasted.” 

With  few  exceptions  all  boiler  plants  have  offended  at  times, 
some  more  than  others,  hut  the  really  black  spot  is  a  colliery 
chimney,  where  the  boiler  plant  is  very  much  under  power. 
Consultations  have  recently  taken  place  between  members  of 
your  Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel 
and  Power  and  the  National  Coal  Board.  I  regret  to  state  that, 
so  far,  little  improvement  has  been  observed. 


INFESTATION  CONTROL 


Sewer  Control. 


(EATS  AND  MICE). 


In  June  it  was  found  necessary  to  treat  a  section  of  tlie 
sewers  in  the  town  centre  for  a  known  infestation  of  rats. 
Following  a  period  of  pre-baiting,  poison  takes  were  recorded 
in  six  manholes. 


Routine  pre-baiting  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  manholes  on  the 
sewer  systems  was  carried  out  during  September.  “  Takes 
were  recorded  at  eight  manholes,  and  in  October  these  manholes 
and  those  on  either  side  were  again  treated  and  “  poisoned." 


Surface  Control. 

During  the  year  29  surface  premises  were  treated — 23  for 
rats  and  six  for  mice. 

No  “  takes  ”  were  obtained  at  eight  premises  pre-baited 
for  rats.  Twelve  infestations  were  cleared  with  the  first  treat¬ 
ment;  re-treatments  were  found  necessary  at  three  premises. 

Corporation  properties,  including  the  sewage  works  and 
refuse  tips,  had  routine  treatment  during  the  year. 

Treatment  consists  of  pre-baiting  for  three  or  four  days, 
with  damp  sausage  rusk,  to  which  is  added  zinc  phosphide  on 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day. 

Where. re-treatments  are  found  necessary,  both  the  bait  base 

K.1  1 

and  poison  are  changed. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Maintenance  of  the  refuse  collection  service  was  rendered 
most  difficult  during  the  year  by  reason  of  labour  shortage.  A 
number  of  employees  left  the  service,  and  a  considerable  time- 
lag  was  experienced  before  replacements  could  be  made,  and  in 
addition,  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  time  lost  due  to 
sickness.  Staff  shortage  and  absenteeism  was  responsible  for 
the  loss  of  2,133  man  hours,  and  time  lost  for  paid  sickness 
accounted  for  a  further  1,044  man  hours. 

Staff. 

The  full  complement  of  employees  engaged  on  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  is  twelve — three  motor  drivers,  eight 
loaders  and  one  tipman. 

Transport. 

Three  motor  vehicles  operate  full  time — two  2-3-tonners 
fitted  with  hyraulically-operated  tipping  bodies  enclosed  with 
metal  sliding  covers,  operating  whole-time  on  ashbin  collections; 
and  one  30  cwt.  tipper  fitted  with  roll-back  canvas,  which  is 
engaged  on  ashpit  collection,  kitchen  waste,  etc. 
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The  ashbin  vehicles  came  into  service  in  1948  and  1949 
respectively,  and  the  30  cwt.  vehicle  has  been  in  service  since 
February,  1940. 


Disposal. 

House  and  trade  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
at  Flushdyke  and  Lodge  Hill  Farm.  Tipping  on  the  latter  site — 
a  field  where  outcrop  coal  was  won  many  years  ago — is  being 
carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  tenant-farmer.  The  work  will 
cease  when  the  depressions  have  been  filled  in  to  the  level  of 
the  adjoining  surface. 


Salvage. 

As  forecast  in  my  report  for  the  year  1948,  prices  for 
waste  paper  slumped,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  waste  paper 


salvage  was  discontinued  at  the 

Details  of  salvage  sold  dur 

Waste  paper 
Kitchen  waste 
Scrap  metal  ... 

Sacking  and  string  . . . 
Rags 

A  total  of  147  tons  9  cwt., 


end  of  September. 

ng  the  year  are  as  follows:  — 

64  tons  lOf  cwt. 

74  tons  13J  cwt. 

4  tons  18J  cwt. 

2  tons  8^  cwt. 

18  cwt. 

with  an  income  of  4757  18s.  3d. 


Costs. 

The  gross  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year  was  44,968  8s.  3d. 
Wages  and  insurance  contributions  amounted  to  43,637-  15s.  7d. 

Total  income  to  the  department  was  4782  15s.  (Jd.,  leaving 
44,186  6s.  lOd.  as  a  charge  on  the  rates. 


Ikiid  holidays  amounted  to  4197  13s.  6d.  and  paid  sickness 
cost  481  6s.  3d. 

For  costing  purposes  the  purchase  price  of  the  new  vehicle 
delivered  during  the  year  has  been  excluded.  In  its  place  1 
have  substituted  the  sum  of  4223  12s.  4d.  depreciation  on  motor 
vehicles,  based  on  a  five  years’  life. 

The  total  estimated  tonnage  collected  during  the  year  was 
4,451  tons  at  an  all-in  cost  of  18s.  9.8d.  per  ton.  The  nett  cost 
per  house  per  annum  was  17s.  4.7d.  or  4. Old.  per  house  per  week. 


CLASSIFIED  STATEMENT  OF 

Housing — Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Verminous  Premises  . 

Rat-infested  premises  . 

Offensive  accumulations  . 

Factories  .  . 

Outworkers . 

Meat  Allocation  Centre .  . 

Slaughterhouses  . 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . 

Shops  re  food  supplies . 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  . 

Conversions  . 

Smoke  observations  . 

Offensive  trade  premises  . 

Fried  fish  shops  . 

Bakehouses . 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

Salvage  . 

Drains  inspected . 

Tips  . 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  . 

Public  conveniences 

Schools  . 

Water  supply  . 

Streams  and  watercourses  . 

Dustbins  . 

Food  poisoning  . 

Infectious  disease  . 

Ice-cream  premises  . 

Visits  re  milk  samples  . 

Visits  re  ice-cream  samples . 

Shops  . 

Cellar  flooding  . 

Food  preparing  premises  . 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  . 

Applicants  for  council  houses  . 

Council  houses  . 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  . 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  . 

Preliminary  housing  survey . 


INSPECTIONS 


731 

20 

193 
2 

70 

1 

36 

15 

13 
73 
27 
24 

2 

4 

4 

14 

2 

76 

158 

194 
139 

13 

3 
8 
1 

242 

31 

75 

24 

23 

6 

1 

13 

8 

4 
198 

39 

234 

5 
467 


Total  number  of  inspections .  .  ...  3,193 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 


DWELLING-HOUSES. 

Rendered  free  from  dampness  .  14 

Roofs  repaired  .  68 

External  walls  repaired  .  1 

Chimneys  repaired .  12 

Water  supply  improved  .  1 

Water  fittings  repaired  .  ...  4 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  11 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  18 

Eaves-gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  13 

Fallpipes  repaired  or  renewed .  4 

Windows  repaired  .  25 

Sash  cords  renewed  .  12 

Plaster  repaired  .  49 
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Floors  repaired  .  4 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  10 

Coppers  repairs  or  renewed  .  . ..  ...  ...  . ..  ...  4 

Water  removed  from  cellars  .  15 

Treated  for  vermin  .  11 

Disinfected  .  .  ...  50 

Cleansed  ...  2 

Other  defects  remedied  .  29 


WATER-CLOSETS. 

Additional  water-closets  provided  for  existing  property 

Provided  in  substitution  of  privies  . 

Provided  in  substitution  of  slop  (tipper)  closets 

Provided  for  new  houses  . 

Total  number  provided  (bouses)  . 

Total  number  provided  (other  premises) . 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed . 

New  pedestals  fixed  .  . 

Provided  with  sufficient  supply  of  water  . 

Cleansed  .  . 

Soil  pipe  renewed  or  repaired  . 


8 

5 
8 

91 

106 

6 
7 

3 

4 
3 
9 


DRAINS. 

Reconstructed  . 

Cleansed  or  repaired 
Self-cleansing  gullies  provided 

Colour  tested . 

Smoke  tested . 


5 

46 

2 

31 
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PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

Converted  to  water-closets  .  5 


ASHPITS. 

Abolished  or  disused  (wet)  .  3 


TIPPER  CLOSETS. 

Converted  to  w.c.  (chain -pull)  .  .  8 


A  STIR  I  NS. 

Provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits  .  9 

Provided  for  new  houses  .  51 

Renewed  .  147 


SUMMARY. 

NUISANCES. 

Number  found  during  year  .  465 

Number  brought  forward  from  previous  year  .  359 

Number  abated  during  year  .  539 

Number  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  285 
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NOTICES. 

Informal  notices  issued .  . . .  272 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .  305 

Statutory  notices  issued .  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  .  6 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  express  by  thanks  to  Mr. 
Mycock,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Miss  Boocock,  Clerk- 
Typist,  for  their  willing  co-operation  and  assistance  throughout 
the  year. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  members  of  the  outside  staff 
who  remained  with  the  department,  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  performed  their  duties  during  a  difficult  and  trying  year. 


1  beg  to  remain, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  obediently, 


B.  WADE, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


